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Abstract:

The Horn of Africa is confronted with a complex security environment marked by
state weakness and the ever-present threat of Al-Shabaab. This essay examines the Ethio-
US partnership in the broader framework of regional and international anti-terrorism
collaboration. It looks at the religious, socio-political, and historical roots of Al-Shabaab, the
extremist ideology of the group, and its evolving tactics, including the manipulation of
Islamic narratives and exploitation of socio-economic grievances. The analysis explores the
role of state weakness and governance deficit in driving the region's instability, the
challenges confronting counter-terrorism initiatives, and the humanitarian and geopolitical
stakes of Al-Shabaab's presence. The essay also analyzes the efficacy of the Ethio-US
alliance and its reliance on military measures, and the necessity of addressing the source
causes such as bad governance, socio-economic disparities, and the different versions of
Islam in Somalia. It ends with emphasizing the necessity of an overall strategy involving
military, political, economic, and social measures to provide lasting stability to the Horn of
Africa.
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INTRODUCTION

The Horn of Africa, a geostrategically sensitive zone, has
to contend with a multi-layered security complex characterized
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by state fragility, competition among states, and proliferation of
non-state actors. One of the most pressing challenges is the
persistent presence and evolving capabilities of Al-Shabaab, a
militant Islamist movement that has destabilized the Horn of
Africa region and Somalia. This essay aims to examine the
security complex in the Horn of Africa, with specific application
to the Ethio-US alliance against Al-Shabaab, and the broader
regional and international responses. To achieve this, the
assessment employs a qualitative research approach, drawing
its conclusions from a wide review of scholarly literature, policy
reports, and regional studies in order to analyze the historical,
socio-political, and religious dimensions of the conflict. The
scope of this research covers the analysis of Al-Shabaab's
ideological roots, recruitment processes, and operating tactics,
and the effectiveness and limitations of regional and
international counter-terrorism efforts. Specifically, the article
investigates the Ethio-US alliance dynamics, considering its
logic of strategy, operational reach, and the regional socio-
political dynamics. Further, the discussion in the analysis
addresses the role of state weakness and differing perceptions
of Islam in Somalia, assessing their contribution to regional
instability. Through the convergence of various perspectives
and empirical facts, this essay will seek to build a balanced
image of the region's complex security concerns and shed light
on the paths to lasting stability.

Fig. 1: Horn of Africa
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THE ORIGINS OF AL-SHABAAB AND THE CONSTRUCTION
OF ISLAM IN SOMALIA

It is not possible to explain the rise and survival of Al-
Shabaab without the understanding of Somalia's religious,
historical, and socio-political background. Al-Shabaab had its
roots in the broader Islamist movement that gained momentum
in Somalia following the collapse of Siad Barre's regime in
1991. The power vacuum and prolonged civil war that followed
created fertile ground for extremist ideology to gain roots.

The Islamic Courts Union (ICU), having briefly controlled
most of southern Somalia in 2006, presented Al-Shabaab with
an invaluable stepping-stone. Albeit the ICU initially
introduced an element of stability and order, its radical flank,
including among them Al-Shabaab, desired to institute a strict
system of Sharia law. The United States-backed 2006
Ethiopian intervention deposed the ICU but, in so doing,
stoked the Al-Shabaab insurgency, which had positioned itself
as a foreign occupation resistance movement (Menkhaus,
2007).

Socio-economic grievances and clan disputes have also
played a major role in Al-Shabaab's recruitment and
expansion. The group has exploited the widespread poverty,
unemployment, and insufficiency of basic services to recruit
disenchanted youth. The allure of Al-Shabaab's ideology, which
offers a sense of belonging and meaning, has attracted
marginalized communities. In addition, the group's ability to
provide security and resolve local grievances has lent potency
to its legitimacy in specific locations.

The image of Islam in Somalia is also a very important
consideration. As Abdurahman Abdullahi points out in his
study, the past relationship between Islam and Somali society
has been complex and varied. Islam has been deeply integrated
into Somali culture and identity over centuries, but its
interpretation and practice have varied from one region and
social group to another (Abdullahi, 2009). Al-Shabaab's rise
put the conflict between moderate and extreme versions of
Islam into the national spotlight.
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Al-Shabaab's radical brand of Islam, one that is opposed
to secular rule of all kinds and intends to establish a caliphate
for the global world, came into conflict with the more diverse
and syncretic Somali variant of Islam. The imposition of its
strict dress codes, bans on music and entertainment, and use
of violence in enforcing its brand of Sharia law by the group
has alienated the majority of Somalis. The use by the group of
religious rhetoric in order to validate its violence and
extremism has also distorted the perception of Islam among
many both locally and internationally.

How the public views Islam and how Al-Shabaab exploits
it is a big part of the issue today. The majority of Somalis,
particularly rural residents, are poorly educated and are
vulnerable to the ideology of Al-Shabaab. The group's ability to
twist religious books and stories to advance its interests has
been a big challenge for counter-extremism efforts. Initiatives
to promote moderate interpretations of Islam and push back
against Al-Shabaab propaganda are essential to Somalia's
long-term stability.

Ethiopia's intellectual movement, typified by Terje Ostebo
and Wallelign Shemsedin, provides comparative analysis into
the dynamic interplay of political and religious identity in the
region. The focus of the movement on outreach to the Muslim
Brotherhood and efforts to promote moderation addresses the
diversity of Islamic practice and idea in the Horn of Africa
(Ostebe & Shemsedin, 2015). It is imperative in developing an
effective  counter-terrorism strategy that counters the
ideological roots of extremism.

AL-SHABAAB’S IDEOLOGY AND STRATEGIES

Al-Shabaab's ideology is rooted in a hardline
interpretation of Salafi-jihadism with the aim of establishing a
global Islamic caliphate through force. The vision of the group
is characterized by a rejection of secular authority, a zealous
commitment to its interpretation of Sharia law, and a
willingness to use terrorism to achieve its objectives. Its
ideology is not static, however, and has evolved in accordance
with changing realities and internal tensions.
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Fig. 2: Al-Shabab warriors
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Source: Barnes, A. Abdullahi, A. Yasf, Z., Al-Shabaab’s Kenyan Ambitions.
Crisis group: Image source: https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-
africa/kenya/al-shabaab-s-kenyan-ambitions

Central to the ideology of Al-Shabaab is the practice of
takfir, by which the group can declare other Muslims apostates
and justify violence against them. This practice has been
employed to target political opponents, clerics, and civilians
who do not adhere to Al-Shabaab's radical interpretation of
Islam. The group's use of takfir has produced bitter fractures in
Somali society and increased sectarian tensions.

Al-Shabaab's recruitment strategy is multifaceted and
targets a wide range of individuals. The group employs socio-
economic grievances, clan tensions, and the lure of religious
extremism to enlist new recruits. In rural areas, Al-Shabaab
provides security and justice, which have not been delivered by
the collapsed state. The group's propaganda, disseminated on
the web and in local media, portrays Al-Shabaab as a defender
of Islam against foreign occupation.

As Fathima Badurdeen's ethnographic research
demonstrates, the recruitment models of Al-Shabaab are
sophisticated and multi-faceted. That the organization has
managed to adapt its strategies to suit local environments and
utilize existing social networks has made it resilient
(Badurdeen, 2021). The organization also uses coercion,
intimidation and economic rewards to recruit as well as sustain
members.

Al-Shabaab's modus operandi has evolved over time,
depending on its shifting capabilities and strategic interests.
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Al-Shabaab has demonstrated its ability to conduct
sophisticated attacks like suicide bombs, complex attacks, and
improvised explosive devices (IEDs). Al-Shabaab has also
engaged in territorial control, where shadow administrations
have been established in the group-controlled areas. This
allows the group to raise funds through extortion and taxation,
which strengthens its economic foundation.

Social media and online platforms have become a central
element of Al-Shabaab's recruitment and propaganda
campaign. The organization sends its messages via different
online media, such as websites, social media sites, and
encrypted messaging applications. This enables Al-Shabaab to
reach the entire world and recruit foreign fighters.

The funding of the group is varied. Al-Shabaab makes its
revenue through extortion of businesses, taxation of local
communities, and control of smuggling networks. It also raises
money from external sources, including donations from
individual and groups that share its ideology. The ability of the
group to mobilize and control its finances has been key to its
survival.

The operational resilience of the group also resides in its
ability to change and adapt. Al-Shabaab has been able to
maintain a high level of operation despite widespread counter-
terror actions, says the CTC Sentinel (2024). This kind of
resilience is due to the decentralized nature of the group, its
recruitment and training abilities for new fighters, and its
propensity to adapt to change methods based on evolving
conditions.

REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL
COUNTER-TERRORISM EFFORTS

The conflict against Al-Shabaab has involved a complex
array of regional and international players with varying
strategic objectives and methods. Regional interventions have
been led by the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM),
then the African Union Transition Mission in Somalia (ATMIS),
sending in troops from various African countries to support the
government of Somalia. International donors, particularly the
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United States and the European Union, have provided funds
and technical assistance, along with military aid.

AMISOM/ATMIS has been instrumental in thwarting Al-
Shabaab's bid for total control of Somalia. Military operations
of the mission have pushed Al-Shabaab out of central cities
and dislocated its territorial grip. The mission has nevertheless
been plagued by major challenges, which have ranged from
logistics, lack of adequate finances, as well as complexity in
operating under an unstable environment.

The United States has also been a principal ally in the
counter-terrorism, providing military training, intelligence
support, and aerial drone strikes on Al-Shabaab targets. The
US has also provided significant economic assistance to the
Somali government and AMISOM/ATMIS. The US-Ethiopia
alliance, in particular, has been an integral component of the
regional counter-terrorism initiative.

Ethiopian military interventions in Somalia have been
driven by its interests to achieve regional stability and to avert
the establishment of Al-Shabaab's safe haven in its territory.
The capability of Ethiopia in the employment of force and in its
experience on counter-insurgency operations rendered it an
ally to combat Al-Shabaab.

The European Union has also played a proactive role in
supporting the efforts of counter-terrorism in the Horn of
Africa, financing AMISOM/ATMIS, capacity building Somali
security forces, and providing development assistance to
address root causes of instability. The EU's holistic strategy of
integrating security and development components addresses its
comprehension of the complex nature of the regional issues.

Nonetheless, counter-terrorism initiatives have been
beset by various challenges. Poor coordination among the
various actors, the challenge of holding and controlling
territory, and the continuity of socio-economic grievances have
hindered progress. The limitations of the military-centric
strategies have also come to the fore, as Al-Shabaab has
proven that it can recover and regenerate.

As the report of the Chatham House meeting noted, there
has been an acceptance that the way forward would be a
broader strategy that focuses on the deeper drivers of Al-
Shabaab's survival (Chatham House, 2012). These include the
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building of effective governance, promotion of economic growth,
and the address of grievances among marginalized
communities.

The Ethio-US security diplomacy is a core element of the
Al-Shabaab war. According to Ahmad Irwin Ibrahim, the
question of who governs and how governance is exercised is a
vital consideration in understanding the conflict and security
dynamics within the region (Ibrahim, 2022). The Ethio-US
partnership needs to be understood in the context of the
broader political and security dynamics of the Horn of Africa.

The importance of engaging with local communities and
resolving their complaints has been stressed too. As the Middle
East Council policy note suggests, wherever possible,
negotiating with members of Al-Shabaab can prove to be a
useful strategy in order to create fissures within the group and
facilitate local solutions. (ME Council, 2024).

THE STATE FRAGILITY AND GOVERNANCE ROLE

The region's chronic instability, and the long-term
survival of Al-Shabaab, are closely linked to the region's
extensive state fragility and governance breakdowns. Weak
governance, corruption, and inadequate state institutions have
created fertile ground for the growth of extremist elements.

The fall of the Siad Barre government in Somalia in 1991
led to a vacuum of power yet to be wholly filled. This has led to
the civil war and the clashes between and among clans
politicizing the nation and undermining efforts toward
establishing a viable and operational government. Various
transitional federal governments, one following the other, have
failed to bring their control out of the city of Mogadishu and
have been marked by power struggle and corruption from
within.

Poor leadership has also contributed to the perpetuation
of socio-economic complaints, which Al-Shabaab has exploited
for recruitment and expansion. The lack of basic services, such
as education, healthcare, and infrastructure, has
disenfranchised and marginalized communities. The excessive
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unemployment, particularly among young people, has created
a pool of possible recruits for Al-Shabaab.

Corruption has also helped to further undermine the
legitimacy of the state and erode public trust. The
misappropriation of state resources and lack of accountability
have undermined efforts to deliver basic services and address
the causes of instability at their source. Corruption has also
undermined the counter-terrorism strategy, as it has allowed
Al-Shabaab to infiltrate and corrupt state institutions.

State-building and governance problem is not Somalia's
alone. There are similar problems in other countries in the
Horn of Africa, including Ethiopia and Kenya, though to
varying degrees. Political competition, ethnic tensions, and
resource competition have contributed to instability and
undermined good governance efforts.

As posited in the Durham University paper, state-
building in a post-conflict environment is a protracted and
complex process (Bryden & Williams, 2011). It requires an
integrated strategy that addresses the underlying causes of
state weakness, including political, economic, and social
causes. This entails strengthening state institutions, fostering
inclusive = governance, and addressing socio-economic
grievances.

The imperative of addressing the causes of instability has
been highlighted by various scholars and policy-makers. Based
on the University of Free State study, the failure to address the
root causes has contributed to the repetition of conflict and
extremism in the area (Neethling, 2015).

The need to adopt a more comprehensive approach to
counter-terrorism, by fusing the military and non-military
measures, has been long and widely realized. This is by
promoting good governance, economic development, and
addressing the grievances of marginalized groups. As stated in
the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam paper, religious freedom and
political order are most closely related (Abbink, 2014).
Tolerance and respect for religious diversity should be ensured
by good governance.
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REGIONAL SECURITY AND DEVELOPMENT

The Al-Shabaab presence has also had a destructive
impact on local security and development. Al-Shabaab's
terrorist activities, recruitment, and territorial influence have
destabilized Somalia and the wider Horn of Africa, undermining
efforts at promoting peace and prosperity.

The humanitarian impact of Al-Shabaab's activities has
been harsh. Al-Shabaab operations have displaced hundreds of
thousands of people from their homes, leading to a
humanitarian crisis in Somalia and the rest of the region.
Interference with agriculture and trade has exacerbated food
insecurity, leading to widespread malnourishment and famine.
Humanitarian staff attacks by Al-Shabaab have further
hampered efforts at reaching vulnerable groups.

Its economic influence has been significant as well. The
taxing of businesses and control of territories by the group
have discouraged business and investment. The instability
induced by Al-Shabaab attacks has also prevented trade and
tourism, further sabotaging economic development. The
continual need to support military campaigns further diverts
resources away from more productive areas in the economy.

Al-Shabaab operations have also had significant
geopolitical impacts. The group's ability to recruit foreign
fighters and conduct operations beyond Somalia has raised
concern about the internationalization of terrorism within the
region and globally. The group's relationships with other
terrorist groups have also raised concerns regarding the threat
of transnational terrorism.

The activities of the group have also been the cause of
militarizing the area, with increased military spending and the
deployment of foreign troops. This has continued to destabilize
the area, creating a cycle of violence. The attacks of the group
in other countries within the region, such as Kenya, have also
been strained on regional relations and undermining the work
towards building cooperation.

As observed in the IFRI report, terrorists' mobility in East
Africa is one of the crucial elements of the security dynamics
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within the region (Bardurdeen, 2024). Al-Shabaab fighters and
resources' ability to move between borders has kept it intact,
and it is able to further extend its sphere of influence. The
control of key routes are essential to keep the group surviving.

The necessity to address the root causes of instability
and promoting sustainable development has been universally
understood. As has been argued in the Saudi Journal of
Humanities and Social Sciences, promoting social justice and
economic growth is key to addressing the underlying causes
leading to extremism (Al-Shammari, 2021).

Importance has also been emphasized in promoting good
governance and building state institutions. Since the subject
has been discussed in the Politeja journal, how the state and
religion relate to each other is one of the determinants that
contribute significantly to the stability of the region (Zabek,
2012). State capacity to manage religious diversity and build
tolerance would be vital in preventing the rise of extremism.

THE ETHIO-US PARTNERSHIP AGAINST AL-SHABAAB

The United States-Ethiopia strategic alliance has become
a cornerstone of counter-terrorism efforts in the Horn of Africa.
This partnership, driven by shared security interests, leverages
Ethiopia's regional weight and military might with the US's
technical and financial capabilities.

Ethiopia's geographic proximity to Somalia and its
history of military interventions in the region have positioned it
as a critical actor in the fight against Al-Shabaab. The
Ethiopian National Defense Force (ENDF) has demonstrated its
capacity for counter-insurgency warfare, deploying troops to
Somalia on multiple occasions. The ENDF's military presence
has been instrumental in dislodging Al-Shabaab from key
strongholds and disrupting its operational capabilities.

The US, recognizing Ethiopia's strategic importance, has
provided substantial support to the ENDF through military
training, intelligence sharing, and logistical assistance. The US
has also provided financial aid to support Ethiopia's counter-
terrorism operations and strengthen its border security. This
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partnership has been formalized through various security
agreements and cooperative initiatives.

The partnership's effectiveness has been evident in the
joint operations conducted against Al-Shabaab. The
coordination between the ENDF and US intelligence has
facilitated targeted strikes against Al-Shabaab leaders and
operational centers. The US's drone strikes, coupled with
Ethiopian ground operations, have inflicted significant losses
on Al-Shabaab's forces.

However, the partnership has also faced challenges and
criticisms. Concerns have been raised about the human rights
record of the ENDF and the potential for unintended
consequences of US military interventions. The focus on
military solutions has also been criticized for neglecting the
underlying socio-economic and political factors that contribute
to Al-Shabaab's resilience.

The future of the partnership will hinge on overcoming
these challenges and adapting to shifting security realities. As
put forth in the NDU Press paper, the merit of developing
partner capacity and fostering regional cooperation has only
strengthened (Patterson, 2017). The US and Ethiopia both need
to come together in support of stabilizing Somali security forces
and promoting regional stability.

Fig. 3: American military in Ethiopia
545 n 1

Promote Stablllty in an Important African Partner Modern war institute.
https://mwi.westpoint.edu /coup-proofing-ethiopia-united-states-can-
promote-stability-important-african-partner/
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The two countries' security diplomacy must be
approached with care. As described in the Tandfonline article,
the necessity of learning the environment and relating to the
people has been underscored (Verhoeven, 2021). The success
of the partnership will depend on whether it will tackle the
concerns of marginalized groups and provide inclusive
governance.

The cooperation is also determined by other factors. As
stated in the Procon BG report, Al-Shabaab possesses an
advanced system of financing, and the US-Ethiopia alliance
has to contend with all of them (Procon BG, 2022).

THE CONCEPTION OF ISLAM IN SOMALIA

The role of religion in Somali society is profound, and
understanding the diverse interpretations and practices of
Islam is key to understanding conflict and stability dynamics in
the region. Islam has been deeply interwoven with Somali
culture and identity for centuries, shaping social norms,
political discourse, and individual behavior.

Historically, Somali Islam has been characterized by a
combination of Sunni orthodoxy and Sufi mysticism. Sufi
orders such as the Qadiriyya and the Ahmadiyya were
significant in maintaining religious scholarship, social welfare,
and spiritual guidance. The orders have traditionally
emphasized tolerance, moderation, and peaceful coexistence.

But the rise of Al-Shabaab has undermined these
traditional explanations of Islam. The group's radical vision,
rooted in Salafi-jihadism, rejects the syncretic traditions of
Somali Islam and seeks to impose a strict and intolerant
interpretation of Sharia law. Al-Shabaab's use of takfir to label
other Muslims as apostates has created deep fissures within
Somali society and inflamed sectarian tensions.

As Abdurahman Abdullahi points out, the perception of
Islam in Somalia is not monolithic (Abdullahi, 2009). There are
different interpretations and practices of Islam across different
regions and social classes. The challenge is to promote
moderate interpretations of Islam and counter Al-Shabaab's
extremist narratives.
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The group's manipulation of religious narratives and
texts has posed a significant challenge to counter-extremism
efforts. The majority of Somalis, particularly those from rural
regions, do not have access to formal education and are
vulnerable to Al-Shabaab propaganda. The ability of the group
to access socio-economic grievances and competition among
clans through religious rhetoric has also made it more
appealing.

The necessity to encourage religious tolerance and
interfaith dialogue has been generally acknowledged. According
to the VU Amsterdam paper, the connection between the
political order and religious freedom is essential (Abbink,
2014). Good governance should be respectful of religious
diversities and encouraging of tolerance.

Another significant aspect is the position of religious
leaders against challenging the ideology of Al-Shabaab.
Religious scholars and Somali community leaders have a
unique ability to challenge the group's radical ideologies and
push forward moderate Islamic interpretations. They are also
key to challenging the socio-economic complaints that drive Al-
Shabaab recruitment.

The education system is also crucial. The lack of
adequate secular education in Somalia allows such groups to
take up the mantle, and provide their own type of education,
which is predominantly based on their own ideology. A robust
education system capable of withstanding the influence of such
groups is needed.

CHALLENGES AND FUTURE OUTLOOK

The fight against Al-Shabaab remains a complex and
enduring challenge, with numerous obstacles hindering
progress toward the achievement of long-term stability in the
Horn of Africa. Despite concerted military and counter-
terrorism efforts, Al-Shabaab has demonstrated its resilience
and flexibility under pressure. One of the challenges that is
essential to overcome is the persistence of state fragility and
governance vacuums in Somalia. There is still a lack of strong
state institutions, a culture of corruption, and an
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empowerment of fragmented political power eroding the efforts
towards establishing a stable and legitimate government.
Unless the underlying causes are solved, it is questionable
whether Al-Shabaab can be fully defeated.

That the group can capitalize on socio-economic
grievances and clan conflicts also poses a significant challenge.
The lack of economic opportunities, particularly for young
people, and the persistence of marginalization and
disenfranchisement continue to provide fertile ground for Al-
Shabaab's recruitment and expansion.

The evolving nature of Al-Shabaab's strategy and tactics
also poses a challenge. The ability of the group to adapt to
changing circumstances, conduct advanced attacks, and
leverage the internet for recruitment and propaganda
highlights the need for a dynamic and adaptive counter-
terrorism strategy. The regional and international character of
the conflict further complicates the situation. Involvement of
various actors with varying strategic interests and modus
operandi may lead to a lack of coordination and consistency in
counter-terrorism strategies. Regional coordination and
cooperation demand are essential. There is also the increasing
impact of climate change in the Horn of Africa. Climate change
increases the frequency of extreme weather events as shown in
numerous studies, thereby exacerbating food insecurity,
displacement, and competition for resources. These elements
lead to instability, and may be exploited by Al-Shabaab. Things
can depend on the Horn of Africa future only if such problems
are addressed and adapting is made to the fast-evolving
security environment. It is possible with an all-inclusive
approach using military, political, economic, and social means.

Good moral and sound leadership as well as inclusive
political practices are important for the formation of a stable
and legitimate Somali state. This includes addressing
corruption, improving transparency and accountability, and
strengthening state institutions. Economic growth and
addressing socio-economic problems are also a priority. This
includes creating economic opportunities for youths, expanding
basic services, and addressing root causes of marginalization
and exclusion. Addressing the ideology and propaganda of Al-
Shabaab is also of critical importance. This includes promoting
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moderate interpretations of Islam, challenging the extremist
discourses of the group, and engaging with local communities
and religious leaders.

There is a need for greater regional coordination and
cooperation. This entails enhancing border security, sharing
intelligence, and synchronizing counter-terrorism activities.
The Ethio-US partnership has to be adapted to deal with the
new realities. This entails reinforcing Somali security forces,
promoting regional stability, and addressing the underlying
factors that make Al-Shabaab linger on.

CONCLUSION

The Horn of Africa security complex, spearheaded by Al-
Shabaab, poses a huge regional and international threat to
stability. In this essay, the author has examined the cause,
ideology, strategy, and the spectrum of counter-terrorism
measures employed to contain the group. The Ethio-US
alliance, as much a critical component of these measures,
highlights the complex nature of regional and international
actors in countering the security threat.

State vulnerability persistence, socio-economic
grievances, and Al-Shabaab's shift in tactics highlight the need
for a multiple and dynamic approach. Military action is not
enough; long-term stability must tackle the roots of extremism
within the context of weak governance, corruption, and bad
economic prospects.

The perception of Islam in Somalia is equally at stake.
Promoting moderate Islam practices, countering extremist
ideology, and engaging with religious leaders are central to
undermining the ideological attraction of Al-Shabaab. The
future of the Horn of Africa is in building stable states,
inclusivity and participatory governance, and sustainable
development.

Moreover, in order to effectively address the security
concerns in the region, it is crucial to boost regional and
international cooperation. This entails boosting intelligence
sharing, military coordination, and combating terrorism
financing. The international community also must address the
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root causes of instability, such as poverty, unemployment, and
inequality, that make individuals vulnerable to recruitment by
terrorist groups.

Finally, there needs to be a move towards enabling
dialogue and reconciliation between the different Somali
communities and the region, as a means of promoting lasting
peace and stability. This entails supporting efforts at conflict
resolution, religious tolerance, and ensuring all the groups feel
included in the political process. By addressing the security
challenges of the Horn of Africa in a comprehensive and
collaborative manner, one can set the stage for a peaceful and
prosperous future for the region.
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